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30,000,000 persons, are idle for three months of
the year. Of the 42,000,000 cultivating owners and
tenant cultivators, 60 per cent, i. e., 25,000,000
work on undersized holdings and are also
unoccupied seasonally. Thus 55,000,000 out of
154,000,000 workers live in idleness for two to
five months in different parts of India. Thirty
per cent of India's profitably employed persons
are seasonally unemployed, not counting the
idleness or semi-idleness of the workers engaged
in transport, trade and industry which agricultural
unemployment brings in its train.1

Seasonal unemployment of the type -which
is found in India can be resolved only by subsi-
diary occupations which do not require much
investment of capital or great skill, and can be
taken on and left off at will. "As an immediate
expedient for the relief of impoverished villagers
who can find nothing better to do through months
of inevitable unemployment, the revival of the
spinning wheel can be justified/'2 It is further
independent of monsoon conditions and so can
be carried on during famine time.

1 Radha Kamal Mukerji, Races, L*ands>and Food, p. 57.
2 H. N. Brailsford, Subject India> p. 159.